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The ‘credential’ journey towards the HSC
Year 10

Record of School Achievement (RoSA)
Year 11

Record of School Achievement (RoSA)
Year 12

High School Certificate (HSC)

• Replaced the School Certificate in 
2012.

• The culmination of Kindergarten 
to Year 10.

• Students are awarded grades A-E 
for each subject.

In very specific, rare circumstances 
students can leave school prior to the 
Year 10 RoSA, and after the completion 
of Year 9, if they are transitioning to an 
apprenticeship/traineeship with TAFE 
study. 

• Students are awarded grades A-E 
for each subject.

• Achieved at the completion of 12 
units (6 subjects) in Year 11.

Students can leave school at the 
beginning of, or during Year 11 if they 
have and apprenticeship/traineeship OR 
are enrolled at TAFE OR
are working 25 hours a week or more. 
Documentation is required. 

• Students are awarded a mark and 
rank.

• Achieved at the completion of 10 
units in Year 12.

Students can leave school from the age 
of 17 with parent support.



Why is the RoSA
important?

T h e  R o S A mu s t  b e  c o mp l e t e d  

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t o  a l l o w  y o u  t o  mo v e  o n  t o  

Ye a r  11 . S t u d e n t s  w h o  d o  n o t  a c h i e v e  

t h i s  ma y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e p e a t  Ye a r  1 0 .  

I t  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  TA F E  e n r o l me n t .  

I t  i s  u s u a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  b y  e mp l o y e r s .

I t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  c r e d e n t i a l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l i n g  

y e a r s  ( K i n d e r g a r t e n  t o  Ye a r  1 0 ) .





Performance descriptors K-10

(In year 10, each subject has its own descriptors)
The student has an extensive knowledge and understanding 
of the content and can readily apply this knowledge. In 
addition, the student has achieved a very high level of 
competence in the processes and skills and can apply these 
skills to new situations

The student has a thorough knowledge and understanding of 
the content and a high level of competence in the processes 
and skills. In addition, the student is able to apply this 
knowledge and these skills to most situations.

The student has a sound knowledge and understanding of 
the main areas of content and has achieved an adequate 
level of competence in the processes and skills.

The student has a basic knowledge and understanding of 
the content and has achieved a limited level of competence 
in the processes and skills.

The student has an elementary knowledge and understanding 
in few areas of the content and has achieved very limited 
competence in some of the processes and skills.

A

B

C

D

E



Year 10 RoSA 2026
Y e a r  1 0  R e c o r d  o f  S c h o o l  A c h i e v e m e n t

There is no external examination, all internal assessment

Students are graded A-E

Awarded with the 6 core subjects and student electives



Requirements for the award of the RoSA

• Follow and complete the courses, including sport 
requirements.

• Apply yourself with diligence and sustained effort to 
the set tasks and experiences that the school provides 
in the course.

• Achieve course outcomes.



Non-award determinations
N-Determinations are issued for not meeting the requirements of a course. These 
reasons appear on the previous slide.

Class Teachers issue N-warning letters to students who are in danger of not meeting 
course completion criteria.

The letters inform students and parents of issues with course completion and 
provide information on what needs to be completed.

This is a support mechanism to clearly communicate what is required to successfully 
complete the course. 

Two or more warning letters in a subject can result in an N-Determination. An N-
Determination in a course can result in a student not being awarded a RoSA.



Assessments – School Responsibility

At the beginning of the year
Students are provided with assessment schedules for each subject. These 
are found on Moodle. The schedules detail:
• the task nature (examination, research task etc)
• the weighting (percentage it will contribute to the overall grade)
• approximate due date (e.g. Term 2 Week 6)

At least two weeks before each task
Students are provided notice of the exact date of an upcoming formal 
assessment task along with specific details of the task.



Assessments – Student Responsibility
Assessment tasks must be completed on time. 

Variation to assessment must be completed for ‘extensions’ due to unmoveable 
commitments of which the timing cannot be controlled. 
Late submissions result in zero unless appropriate documentation is provided.

Seek help if you are struggling to understand and complete tasks. 
The Library staff and Learning Support staff are available to support you.

Apply yourself with diligence and sustained effort throughout all of Stage 5.

Ensure technology is backed up, use cloud storage. The DOE provides students 
with access to google drive and Microsoft 365.



Pattern of Study E N G L I S H  ( 4 0 0  h o u r s )

M AT H E M AT I C S  ( 4 0 0  h o u r s )

S C I E N C E  ( 4 0 0  h o u r s )

H S I E ( G e o g r a p h y  a n d  H i s t o r y )  ( 4 0 0  h o u r s )

P D H P E  ( 3 0 0  h o u r s )

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  s t u d y  

t h r e e  e l e c t i v e  s u b j e c t s .

A t  K i r r a w e e  H i g h  S c h o o l  t h e s e  

a r e  2 0 0 - h o u r  c o u r s e s .  



E L E C T I V E  S U B J E C T S

Pattern of Study
St u d e n t s  s i t  t h r e e  e l e c t i ve  

su b j e c t s  d u r i n g  Ye a r  9  a n d  1 0

3  x  2 0 0  h o u r c o u r se s  ( e a c h  

c o u r se  r u n s  f o r  t wo  y e a r s )

T h e se  su b j e c t s  o p e r a t e  t h r o u g h  

HSI E ,  C APA,  TAS,  PDHPE ,  

Sc i e n c e ,  a n d  L a n g u a g es  

f a c u l t i e s .



W h a t  a r e  t h e  e l e c t i v e  

c h o i c e s ?

Pattern of Study
• Commerce

• Elective History

HSIE

CAPA
• Music

• Visual Arts

• Dance

• Drama

PDHPE
• Physical Activities and Sport Studies 

(PASS)

Languages
• French

• Japanese

• International Studies (department approved course)

TAS
• Computing Technology

• Food Technology

• Graphics Technology

• Industrial Technology – Engineering

• Industrial Technology – Metal

• Industrial Technology – Multimedia

• Industrial Technology – Wood

• iSTEM (department approved course)

• Textiles Technology

Conditions:

• You cannot study more than TWO 
Industrial Technology Courses.

• You cannot study more than ONE 
department approved course.

• Marine Studies

Science



Pre-
requisites
for Stage 
6 courses? 

C h o o s i n g  c e r t a i n  e l e c t i v e s  ma y  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s  

i n  l e a r n i n g  f u n d a me n t a l  s k i l l s  w h i c h  a r e  

a p p l i c a b l e  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  s t u d y i n g  S t a g e  6  

s u b j e c t s  h o w e v e r  t h e  S t a g e  5  e l e c t i v e s  d o  n o t  a c t  

a s  p r e - r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  t h e  S t a g e  6  c o u r s e s .  



Pre-
requisites
for Stage 
6 courses? 

H o w e v e r ,  s o me  e l e c t i v e s  s t r o n g l y  a l i g n  w i t h  

S t a g e  6  C o u r s e s :

Stage 5 Elective Supports Stage 6 Subject

Commerce Business Studies, Legal Studies, Economics

Visual Arts Visual Arts (HSC)

PASS Health and Movement Science (PDHPE), Sport, Lifestyle 
and Recreation (SLR)

Food Technology Food Technology (HSC)

iSTEM Engineering Studies, Physics, Design and Technology

Computing Technology Software Engineering, Industrial Technology

Music Music 1 and Music 2

Drama Drama (HSC)

Languages Continuers/Extension courses in Japanese and French



How to 
decide…

Wh a t  a r e  my  f r i e n d s  a r e  d o i n g?

Wh a t  t e a c h e r  w i l l  t e a c h  t h e  su b j e c t ?

Ho w mu c h  wo r k  w i l l  t h e r e  b e ?

How NOT to 
decide…

Wh a t  su b j e c t  a m I  i n t e r e s t ed  i n ?

Wh a t  su b j e c t  d o  I  h a v e  a b i l i t y  i n ?

Wh a t  su b j e c t  w i l l  I  d o  we l l  i n ?

The line of independence and good reasoning



Where 
do I seek 
advice?

Teachers and Head Teachers

Trusted older  s tudents

Year Advisers

Deputy Principals

Parents  and family members



How to make your selection for elective subjects 

Choices will be made during this term via an Edval portal.
The portal will open on Friday 8th of August and close on Friday 15th of 

August.
When the portal opens, students will be emailed their code to access 

the portal and select subjects.

Rank your choices for selection 1 - 5

Print out a copy, have your parent sign the form and return it to the 
Administration Office by Monday, 11th August.
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